
2018 Inquiry Unit:  

Lenses:  
 
Innovation and Sustainability in Our World 
Diverse and Changing Communities 
 
Understandings: 
  
There is an interconnectedness between people, other living things and the environment. 
People use resources to satisfy needs and wants. There can be competing consumer considerations. 
Some resources are limited. People’s use can have detrimental effects. 
Resources and resource use around the world is uneven. 
 
Victorian Curriculum:  
 
Economics: 

Identify types of resources (natural, human, capital) and explore the ways societies use them in 

order to satisfy the needs and wants of present and future generations. 

Identify influences on consumer choices and explore strategies that can be used to help make 

informed personal consumer and financial choices. 

Consider the effect that the consumer and financial decisions of individuals may have on 

themselves, their family, the broader community and the natural, economic and business 

environment. 

Describe the difference between needs and wants and explain why choices need to be made. 

Science: 

Scientific understandings, discoveries and inventions are used to inform personal and community 

decisions and to solve problems that directly affect people’s lives. 

Design and Technologies: 

Investigate characteristics and properties of a range of materials, systems, components, tools and 

equipment and evaluate the impact of their use. 

Ethical Capability: 

Examine the contested meaning of concepts including truth and happiness and the extent to which 

these concepts are and should be valued. 

Examine how problems may contain more than one ethical issue. 

Discuss the role and significance of conscience and reasoning in ethical decision-making. 

Explore the significance of ‘means versus ends’ by considering two ways to act when presented with 

a problem: one that privileges means and one ends 

Discuss the role and significance of conscience and reasoning in ethical decision-making 

 

Key Concepts:  
Cause and effect 
Needs and wants 
Resources 
Interdependence 
Consumerism 
Human impact 
Problem solving  
 

Skills and Dispositions:  
Problem solving  
Questioning 
Analysing 
Comparing 
Identifying key information 
Summarising 
Considering alternatives 
Metacognition 
 

 


