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Friday 3rd November 2017 

Dear Grade 3/4 families, 

This term our Inquiry focus is ‘Design and Technologies’ and it is being undertaken through an 

action-based research project.  

The Victorian Curriculum states that at this level:  

‘students develop ways of thinking about their peers and communities and as consumers and a sense 

of self and ownership of their ideas. Students explore and learn to harness their creative, innovative 

and imaginative ideas and approaches to achieve designed solutions. They learn to reflect on their 

actions to refine their working and develop their decision-making skills. 

Students become aware of the appropriate ways to manage their time and focus. With teacher 

guidance, they identify and list criteria for success including in relation to preferred futures and the 

major steps needed to complete a design task. They show an understanding of the importance of 

planning when designing solutions, in particular when collaborating.’ 

We posed the question ‘What could we do to make our school or community a better place?’ 

Students then brainstormed their ideas and came up with a wide range of creative possibilities. 

Some of these included: Introducing a weekly school food stall, creating art installations around the 

school, assisting people with mobility issues with daily tasks e.g. shopping, cleaning, organising a 

sports carnival for the younger grades at MPW… and dozens more! 

Students then were able to choose a project that they were passionate about. These project groups 

have now been working together for the past couple of weeks in various classrooms around the 

team. We encourage you to speak to your child about their project. As a part of this process, 

students may be asked to complete various tasks out of school hours and we thank you in advance 

for your support.  

On the 22nd of November, we will be going on an excursion to Taskworks, a six-room centre based 

around completing various challenges through creativity, teamwork and problem-solving. The 

following week we are hosting ‘Learn by Doing: Woodwork’, an organisation that delivers creative 

and practical woodworking skills and designs. Stay tuned for permission forms from the office.  

Sincerely, 

The 3/4 Team 
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